T

here was a time, not too
long ago, when one would have
to travel to the Southeastern
states to see the magnificent
Crape Myrtle. They were not
hardy enough to grow in our
area (Zone 7). Thanks, however,
to the National Arboretum in
Washington D.C. and the nursery industry cross breeding common crape myrtle with hardier
types that are native to Japan.

Long Islanders can now
enjoy growing a variety of
hardy Crape Myrtle hybrids.
Crape Myrtle is sometimes
referred to as Summer Lilac
because of its similarity in shape
and color to the lilac.
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Crape Myrtle
Lagerstroemia
Hardy Crape Myrtles are of interest for many reasons:

• They are highly ornamental.
• They have large, full flower heads (6-8” long and

3’5” wide) and come in a variety of colors including
white, pink, purple and dark red.
• Crape Myrtles are an answer for gardeners who seek
to have blooms in the late summer – flowers
which sometimes last for 60 days.
• They come in a range of sizes, from a midsize shrub
to a small multi-trunked, vase-shaped tree.
• Crape Myrtles have interesting bark color and patterns
with many exhibiting exquisite peeling bark, from
shades of brown to gray, which is a real landscape asset.
• They can be used as an informal
hedge, a screen or as an accent,
depending on their size.
• Wherever they are grown, they
will not fail to attract notice
when in bloom.
• For landscape value, Crape
Myrtles are great!

Care Information

•
•
•
•
•
•

Note: These plants are very late to leaf out in spring
(late April/early May). Be patient.
Wait to prune until the buds break in spring.
If a plant has been injured by cold, simply prune out the
dead wood in the spring.
Because Crape Myrtles bloom on the current season’s
growth, they can recover from winter injury and bloom
by late summer.
They require feeding as new growth begins in late spring;
use a well-balanced shrub fertilizer such as Espoma
Plant-tone.
Outstanding when underplanted with a dark green
ground cover such as liriope, pachysandra or ivy, which
acts as a background for the handsome bark.

Planting Information
Keep in mind that you can arrange for us to plant any of
your new trees and shrubs, but if you decide to do it your
self, you will probably want a copy of our “Planting
Instructions” handout (ask a sales person, cashier or at our
Customer Service Desk). Here’s the basic information:

1. Dig hole as deep as the container and twice as wide.
2. Set your plant in the hole; make sure the top of the root
ball is level with the surrounding soil and no deeper.
3. Add soil beneath the root ball if needed.
4. Mix organic matter into the soil for backfilling if the
existing soil is very sandy or has a lot of clay in it.
5. Remove plant from container and loosen roots a little.
6. Set plant in hole at same depth it was growing in the
container, backfill under and around roots firming soil
as needed to secure plant.
7. Water well after planting and continue watering for a
few weeks following planting if rainfall is lacking.
8. Use an all-natural
fertilizer such as
PlantSure plus
Mycorrhiza – this
will get your new
plants off to a
great start without
the potential harmful effects of a
high-salt chemical
fertilizer.

You’ll need these:
❑ Compost, Peat moss or
❑
❑
❑
❑

coir
Espoma Plant-tone
Mulch
Garden hose
PlantSure plus Mycorrhiza
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